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§1327.1

§1327.1 Scope.

This part provides procedures for
States to participate in the National
Driver Register (NDR) Problem Driver
Pointer System (PDPS) and for other
authorized parties to receive informa-
tion from the NDR. It includes, in ac-
cordance with section 204(c) of the NDR
Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97-364), procedures
for a State to notify the Secretary of
Transportation of its intention to be
bound by the requirements of section
205 of the Act (i.e., requirements for re-
porting by chief driver licensing offi-
cials) and for a State to notify the Sec-
retary in the event it becomes nec-
essary to withdraw from participation.
The rule also contains the conditions
for becoming a participating State as
well as conditions and procedures for
other authorized users of the NDR.

§1327.2 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to imple-
ment the NDR Act of 1982, as amended.

§1327.3 Definitions.

(a) Any officer, chief warrant officer, or
enlisted member of the Coast Guard or
Coast Guard Reserve includes a cadet or
an applicant for appointment or enlist-
ment of any of the foregoing and any
member of a uniformed service who is
assigned to the Coast Guard.

(b) Driver history record means a de-
tailed description of an individual’s
driver record, used in the American As-
sociation of Motor Vehicle Administra-
tors’ Commercial Driver’s License In-
formation System (CDLIS).

(c) Driver improvement purposes means
information requests made by chief
driver licensing officials in connection
with the control and rehabilitation of
drivers who are, based on their records,
suspected of being or known to be prob-
lem drivers.

(d) Driver license abstract means the
complete driver history of a driver’s
convictions, revocations, suspensions,
denials, cancellations, accidents and
interactions with the driver control
and driver improvement authorities.
Also known as Motor Vehicle Record
(MVR) or Transcript.

(e) Driver licensing purposes means in-
formation requests made by chief driv-
er licensing officials to determine if in-
dividuals applying for original, re-
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newal, temporary, or duplicate licenses
have had their driving privileges with-
drawn in some other State.

(f) Driver status response means a re-
sponse which indicates whether a driv-
er currently holds a valid license.

(g) Employers or prospective employers
of motor vehicle operators means persons
that hire one or more individuals to op-
erate motor vehicles on a regular basis
during their normal course of employ-
ment.

(h) For cause as used in §1327.5(a)
means that an adverse action taken by
a State against an individual was based
on a violation listed in Appendix A,
Part I, an Abridged Listing of the
American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators (AAMVA) Violations
Exchange Code, which is used by the
NDR for recording license denials and
withdrawals.

(i) Fully electronic register system
means an NDR system in which all
States that are participating in the
NDR have been certified by the agency
as participating States.

(j) Interactive communication means an
active two-way computer connection
which allows requesters to receive a re-
sponse from the NDR almost imme-
diately.

(k) Match means the occurrence when
the personal identifying information in
an inquiry compares with the personal
identifying information on a record in
the NDR file such that there is a high
probability that the individual identi-
fied on both records is the same person.
See Probable Identification.

(1) Non-minimum age driver license ap-
plicant means a driver license applicant
who is past the minimum age to apply
for a license in the State making an
NDR inquiry.

(m) Non-PDPS State means a State
which operates under the old NDR by
submitting complete substantive ad-
verse driver licensing data to the NDR.

(n) Participating State means a State
that has notified the agency of its in-
tention to participate in the PDPS and
has been certified by the agency as
being in compliance with the require-
ments of Section 30304 of Title 49,
United States Code and §1327.5 of this
part.

(o) Personnel security investigation
means an investigation of an individual
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for the purpose of assisting in the de-
termination of the eligibility of the in-
dividual for access to national security
information under the authority of Ex-
ecutive Order No. 12968, or any suc-
cessor Executive order, or for Federal
employment in a position requiring ac-
cess to national security information
under the authority of Executive Order
No. 10450, or any successor Executive
order.

(p) Pointer record means a report con-
taining the following data:

(1) The legal name, date of birth (in-
cluding month, day, and year), sex,
(and if the State collects such data)
height, weight, and color of eyes;

(2) The name of the State transmit-
ting such information; and

(3) The social security account num-
ber, if used by the reporting State for
driver record or motor vehicle license
purposes, and the motor vehicle opera-
tor’s license number of such individual
(if that number is different from the
operator’s social security account
number).

(q) Probable identification means the
occurrence when the personal identi-
fying information in an inquiry com-
pares with the identifying information
on a record in the NDR file such that
there is a high probability that the in-
dividual identified on both records is
the same person. See Match.

(r) Problem Driver Pointer System
(PDPS) means a system whereby the
NDR causes information regarding the
motor vehicle driving records of indi-
viduals to be exchanged between the
State which took adverse action
against a driver (State of Record) and
the State requesting the information
(State of Inquiry).

(s) PDPS State means a State which
participates in the PDPS by submit-
ting pointer records for inclusion in
the NDR file and by providing informa-
tion to States of Inquiry as a State of
Record.

(t) Rapid Response System means an
interactive inquiry capability of the
NDR system used by non-PDPS States.

(u) Remote job entry means an auto-
mated communication method in
which information is transmitted in
batches (usually a large number of
records) and responses are also trans-

§1327.4

mitted in batches, all within a 24-hour
period.

(v) State of inquiry means the State
submitting an inquiry to the NDR to
determine if it contains information
regarding a driver license applicant.

(w) State of record means the State
which took an adverse action against a
driver and transmitted identification
data regarding the driver to the NDR,
in accordance with §1327.5(a) of this
part.

(x) Substantive adverse action data,
substantive adverse driver licensing data
and substantive data mean data which
give the details regarding a State’s rev-
ocation, suspension, denial or cancella-
tion of a driver’s license, or the convic-
tion of a driver, such as date, reason,
eligible/restoration date, etc.

(y) Transportation safety purposes
means information requests submitted
on behalf of other parties authorized by
the NDR Act of 1982, as amended, to re-
ceive NDR information.

(z) Transition period means the period
which began on July 11, 1985 and will
continue until a fully electronic reg-
ister system is established, but not
later than April 30, 1995.

[66 FR 41403, Aug. 20, 1991, as amended at 62
FR 63657, Dec. 2, 1997; 70 FR 43755, July 29,
2005; 70 FR 52298, Sept. 2, 2005]

§1327.4 Certification, termination and
reinstatement procedures.

(a) Certification requirement. Only
States that have been certified by
NHTSA as participating States under
PDPS may participate in the NDR.
NHTSA will remove all records on file
and will not accept any inquiries or re-
ports from a State that has not been
certified as a participating State.

(b) Termination or cancellation. (1) If a
State finds it necessary to discontinue
participation, the chief driver licensing
official of the participating State shall
notify NHTSA in writing, providing the
reason for terminating its participa-
tion.

(2) The effective date of termination
will be no less than 30 days after notifi-
cation of termination.

(3) NHTSA will notify any partici-
pating State that changes its oper-
ations such that it no longer meets
statutory and regulatory requirements,
that its certification to participate in
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